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Letters 



Carbarsone Toxicity 

To the Editor:— It is interesting to 
have tlie report of carbarsone toxic- 
ity from Drs. H. J. Schwartz and 
H. Y. Donncnfcld (letters, JAMA 
191:678 [Feb 22] 1965). Toxic reac- 
tions to carbarsone have fortunately 
been few, in spite of the long-con- 
tinued use of carbarsone for the 
treatment of amebiasis. 

It would appear that the cases 
reported by Schwartz and Donnen- 
feld were clearly due to overdosage. 
When we introduced carbarsone for 
the treatment of amebiasis ( JAMA 
99:195-199 [Jan 16] 1932), we rec- 
ommended that the dosage be 75 
mg/kg of body weight in divided 
amounts over at least a ten-day 
period. We said: “Practically, this 
dosage amounts in the average adult 
to 0.25 gm twice daily for ten days.” 
We cautioned specifically against 
using carbarsone in amoebic hepati- 
tis, or in amounts that might cause 
symptoms or arsenic toxicity. We 
reported the minimal single lethal 
doses of carbarsone administered 
orally to be 150 mg/kg in guinea 
pigs, 200 mg/kg in rabbits, and 
from 200 to 250 mg/kg in cats. On 
repeated oral administration of car- 
barsone in a wide series of animals, 
including monkeys, 50 mg/kg daily 
for ten days caused no toxic symp- i 
toms, and there was no evidence of 
tissue injury on microscopic ex- 
amination of the animals killed at 
this time. 

We had cautioned about the pos- 
sibility of carnarsone producing in- 
jury to the optic tract, since Young 
and Loevenhart had observed such 
injury in petavalent arsenicals con- 
taining an amino group or substi- 
tuted amino group in para position 
to the arsenic atom (J Pharmacol 
Exp Ther 23:107, 1924). It is inter- 
esting that no significant reports 
have appeared on injury to the optic 
tract as a result of using carbarsone 
for the treatment of amebiasis. 

It should also be pointed out that 
in one of the cases reported by 
Schwartz and Donnenfeld, emetine 
had been used in addition to car- 
barsone. Emetine is a relatively 
toxic alkyloid, and is slowly ex- 
creted with resulting accumulation. 
There is experimental and clinical 



evidence of injury to the heart from 
therapeutic doses of emetine, but 
there is no evidence that emetine 
j can cause serious cerebral disorder. 

The comment by the editor in 
connection with the letter of 
Schwartz and Donnenfeld is impor- 
tant in calling attention to the 
weight factor in the patients re- 
ported. Certainly in both reported 
cases, the amount of carbarsone ad- 
ministered was greatly in excess of 
what had been clearly recommended 
on the basis of solid experimental 
and clinical evidence a third of a 
century ago. 

Ciiauncby D. Leake, PhD 
San Francisco 



i 



Medical Typists’ Course 

To the Editor:— Would you like" to 
have a secretary who— t 

Thinks like a man, . : 

Acts like a lady, 

Looks like a model, j- 
But works like a dog?/ 

This anonymous motto bias been 
adopted by the Medical [Typists’ 
Course, a program designee! to give 
physicians better-trained [ medical 
secretaries. The lengthy transitional 
period from general secretary to 
qualified medical secretary is un- 
fair to both employer and em- 
ployee. Let’s do something about it! 

This problem is with us for a very 
good reason: Who is training the 
medical secretary? Almost ho one. 
People within the medical ['profes- 
sion are too busy to lend a hand 
here; people outside the medical 
profession don’t know how. The re- 
sponsibility actually lies with busi- 
ness teachers, but very few want to 
attempt material for which they 
themselves had no training. c 
On May 15 an educational foriun"^ 
on “Teaching the Medical Tyrants’ 
Course” will be held at the Medical 
College of Georgia. Educators from 
vocational schools, larg# high 
schools, YWCA’s, businessfschools, 
colleges, and hospitals arf invited 






to attend. This forum w # be fol 
lowed up by a one-week[i teacher- 
training program in the sii|nmer. 

The Medical Typists’ (|purse in- 
cludes all the subjects that seem 
necessary to turn out alfinished 
product in this field: medical ter- 
minology, medical typing,^ speed 
typing, dictating machine transcrip- 
tion, and business English]'- eti- 
quette, and dress. This course is the 
result of eight years of experimenta- 
tion between Augusta Vocation^ 
School and the medical profession 
in the Savannah River Area. The 



Medical Association of Georgia has 
appointed a committee to assist in 
piloting this course in other schools 
in Georgia next September. 

If you would like the course set 
up in a school near you, contact 
the administrator in that school and 
ask him to bring a prospective 
teacher to the forum. If your own 
secretary needs further training but 
has no time for classroom instruc- 
tion, her needs can be met by the 
correspondence course. For further 
information, write P.O. Box 3716, 
Augusta, Ga. 

’FrtANpSi W. Edmondson 
' Author, Mcriictn&Eypists’ Course 
Augusta, Ga 

Official Autopsy Report - 
on President Kennedy 

To the Editor:— 1 read with dismisy 
in the Feb 15, issue of The JourC 
nal, and subsequently in our free ; 
press, that officials have r.ot dis- \ 
closed any information abour Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s adrenals (letters 
JAMA 191:502). Can the “offi- 
cials,” whoever they are, deny the 
right of the electorate to know 
whether the adrenals significantly 
altered the President’s health or 
the nation’s history? It is my be- 
lief that the complete findings at 
postmortem of a martyred president 
are public property. 

We hear much today from Wash- 
ington about “managed news” and 
“planted news.” Now we have “no 
news,” and this is worse, because 
we are left with nothing in history 
from which to make a start in un- / 
derstanding the problem. We should* - ' 
at leasjjaaverthe iugKrt3imQ^«:fi'o 
^Uje-’flndisclosers are. 



On Nov 10, 1964, a r \ inquiry was ' 
addressed to R Adm E. C. Kenney, \ 
Chief, Bureau of Medicine and. t, 
Surgery, US Navy, asking for “any I 
information as to the autopsy find- 1 
ings on the adrenal glands and, if ! 
possible, a complete protocol of the 
autopsy findings for future refer- 
ence.” 

The request was forwarded to the 
White House Physician, R Adm 
George G. Burkley, MC, USN, to 
whom complete protocol had been 
submitted, by the Navy pathologists 
and from whose office the official 
report, lacking mention of the adre- 
nals. had been released to the na- 
tion. The Journal waited three 
months for pertinent information 
regarding the adrenals; received 
'.none.— Ed. J 
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Carbarsone Toxicity 

To the Editor :— It is interesting to 
have the report of carbarsone toxic- 
ity from Drs. H. J. Schwartz and 
H. Y. Donnenfeld ( letters, JAM A 
191:678 [Feb 221 1965). Toxic reac- 
tions to carbarsone have fortunately 
been few, in spite of the long-con- 
tinued use of carbarsone for the 
treatment of amebiasis. 

It would appear that the cases 
reported by Schwartz and Donnen- 
feld were clearly due to overdosage. 
When we introduced carbarsone for 
the treatment of amebiasis ( JAMA 
99:195-199 [Jan 16] 1932), we rec- 
ommended that the dosage be 75 
mg/kg of body weight in divided 
amounts over at least a ten-day 
period. We said: “Practically, this 
dosage amounts in the average adult 
to 0.25 gm twice daily for ten days.” 
We cautioned specifically against 
using carbarsone in amoebic hepati- 
tis, or in' amounts that might cause 
symptoms or arsenic toxicity. We 
, reported the minimal single lethal 
doses of carbarsone administered 
orally to be 150 mg/kg in guinea 
pigs, 200 mg/kg in rabbits, and 
from 200 to 250 mg/kg in cats. On 
repeated oral administration of car- 
barsone in a wide series of animals, 
including monkeys, 50 mg/kg daily 
’ for ten days caused no toxic symp- 
toms, and there was no evidence of 
tissue injury on microscopic ex- 
amination of the animals killed at 
this time. 

We had cautioned about the pos- 
sibility of carbarsone producing in- 
jury to the optic tract, since Young 
and Loevenhart had observed such 
injury in petavalent arsenicals con- 
taining an amino group or substi- 
tuted amino group in para position 
to the arsenic atom (J Pharmacol 
Exp Ther 23:107, 1924). It is inter- 
esting that no significant reports 
have appeared on injury to the optic 
tract as a result of using carbarsone 
for the treatment of amebiasis. 

. It should also be pointed out that 
in one of the cases reported by 
Schwartz and Donnenfeld, emetine 
had been used in addition to car- ' 
barsone. Emetine is a relatively 
toxic alkyloid, and is slowly ex- I 
c reted with resulting accumulation. 1 
There is experimental and clinical i 



evidence of injury to the heart from 
therapeutic doses of emetine, but 
there is no evidence that emetine 
can cause serious cerebral disorder. 

The comment by the editor in 
connection with the letter of 
Schwartz and Donnenfeld is impor- 
tant in calling attention to the 
weight factor in the patients re- 
ported. Certainly in both reported 
cases, the amount of carbarsone ad- 
! ministered was greatly in excess of 
what had been clearly recommended 
on the basis of solid experimental 
and clinical evidence a third of a 
century ago. 

Chauncey D. Leake, PhD 
San Francisco 

Medical Typists’ Course 

To the Editor:— Would you like to 
have a secretary who— 

Thinks like a man, . 

Acts like a lady, 

Looks like a model. 

But works like a dog? 



This anonymous motto has been 
adopted by the Medical Typists’ 
Course, a program designed to give 
physicians better-trained medical 
secretaries. The lengthy transitional 
period from general secretary to 
qualified medical secretary is un- 
fair to both employer and em- 
ployee. Let’s do something about it! 

This problem is with us for a very 
good reason: Who is training the 
medical secretary? Almost no one. 
People within the medical profes- 
sion are too busy to lend a hand 
here; people outside the medical 
profession don’t know how. The re- 
sponsibility actually lies with busi- 
ness teachers, but very few want to 
attempt material for which they 
themselves had no training. 

On May 15 an educational forum 
°n ‘ Teaching the Medical Typists’ 
Course” will be held at the Medical 
College of Georgia. Educators from 
vocational schools, large high 
schools, YWCA’s, business schools, 
colleges, and hospitals are invited 
to attend. This forum will be fol- 
lowed up by a one-week teacher- 
training program in the summer. 

The Medical Typists’ Course in-' 
eludes all the subjects that seem 
necessary to turn out a finished 
product in this field: medical ter- 
minology, medical typing, speed 
typing, dictating machine /transcrip- 
tion, and business English, eti- 
quette, and dress. This course is the 
result of eight years of experimenta- 
tion between Augusta Vocational 
School and the medical profession 
in the Savannah River Area. The I 



n Medical Association of Georgia has 
it appointed a committee to assist in 
e piloting this course in other schools 
in Georgia next September, 
a If you would like the course set 
f up in a school near you, contact 
the administrator in that school and 
- ask him to bring a prospective 
teacher to the forum. If your own 
1 secretary needs further training but 
; has no time for classroom instruc- 
i tion, her needs can be met by the 
1 correspondence course. For further 

1 information, write P.O. Box 3716, 

Augusta, Ga. 

(Mrs.) Frances W. Edmondson 

Author, Mcflicnl Typists’ Course 

-Augusta, Ga 

Official Autopsy Report 
on President Kennedy 

To the Editor:— I read with dismay 
in the Feb 15, issue of The Jour- 
nal; and subsequently in our free 
press, that officials have not dis- 
closed any information about Presi- 
dent Kenned y’s adren als (letters, 

| JAMA 191:^02)7 Can tKe u oili- — 
cials,” whoever they are, deny the 
right of the electorate to know 
whether the adrenals significantly 
altered the President’s health or 
the nation’s history? It is my be- 
lief that the complete findings at 
postmortem of a martyred president 
are public property. 

We hear much today from Wash- 
ington about “managed news” and 
planted news.” Now we have “no 
news, and this is worse, because 
we are left with nothing in history 
from which to make a start in un- 
derstanding the problem. We should 
at least have the right to know who 
the undisclosers are. 

MD, New Jersey 

On Nov 10, 1964, an inquiry was 
addressed to R Adm E. C. Kenney, 
Chief, Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, US Navy, asking for “any 
information as to the autopsy find- 
ings on the adrenal glands and, if 
possible, a complete protocol of the 
autopsy findings for future refer- 
ence.” 

The request was forwarded to the 
White House Physician, R Adm 
George G. Burkley, MC, USN, to 
whom complete protocol had been 
submitted by the Navy pathologists 
and from whose office the official 
report, lacking mention of the adre- 
nals, had been released to the na- 
tion. The Journal waited three 
months for pertinent information 
regarding the adrenals ; received 
none.— Ed. 
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EDITOR of the JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION discloses in a footnote having followed a 
letter- request for further information on President Ken- 
nedy's Adrenals (re "Addison's Disease" reports ) that 
he wrote for the Autopsy findings to the chief of the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery, U. S. Navy on November 10, 1964. 



Although the request was forwarded to the White House 
physician, no answer was received. 





